
  

Morning Prayer 
February 2, 2016 

The Feast of the Presentation  

of Christ in the Temple 

(Candlemas) 

The Invitatory and Psalter 
Officiant Lord, open our lips. 
People  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,  

As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.  

The Jubilate (Psalm 100) 
People  Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; *  
     serve the Lord with gladness  
     and come before his presence with a song. 
 Know this: The Lord himself  is God; *  
     he himself  has made us, and we are his;  
     we are his people and the sheep of  his pasture. 
 Enter his gates with thanksgiving;  
 go into his courts with praise; *  
     give thanks to him and call upon his Name. 
 For the Lord is good;  



 his mercy is everlasting; *  
     and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 

Psalm 84  Quam dilecta! 
1  How dear to me is your dwelling, O Lord of  hosts! * 
 My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of  the Lord; 
 my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God. 
2  The sparrow has found her a house 
 and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; * 
 by the side of  your altars, O Lord of  hosts, 
 my King and my God. 
3  Happy are they who dwell in your house! * 
 they will always be praising you. 
4  Happy are the people whose strength is in you! * 
 whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way. 
5  Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of  springs, * 
 for the early rains have covered it with pools of  water. 
6  They will climb from height to height, * 
 and the God of  gods will reveal himself  in Zion. 
7  Lord God of  hosts, hear my prayer; * 
 hearken, O God of  Jacob. 
8  Behold our defender, O God; * 
 and look upon the face of  your Anointed. 
9  For one day in your courts is better than a thousand in my own room, * 
 and to stand at the threshold of  the house of  my God 
 than to dwell in the tents of  the wicked. 
10  For the Lord God is both sun and shield; * 
 he will give grace and glory; 
11  No good thing will the Lord withhold * 
 from those who walk with integrity. 
12  O Lord of  hosts, * 
 happy are they who put their trust in you! 
  
 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost* 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Lessons 

Reader A reading from Hebrews 2:14-18 
 Since God's children share flesh and blood, Jesus himself  likewise shared the same 

things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of  death, 
that is, the devil, and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of  
death. For it is clear that he did not come to help angels, but the descendants of  
Abraham. Therefore he had to become like his brothers and sisters in every respect, 
so that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of  God, to 
make a sacrifice of  atonement for the sins of  the people. Because he himself  was 
tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who are being tested.  

 The Word of  the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

Canticle 11    The Third Song of  Isaiah    Surge, illuminare   Isaiah 60:1-3, 11a, 14c, 18-19 
 Arise, shine, for your light has come, *  
     and the glory of  the Lord has dawned upon you. 
 For behold, darkness covers the land; *  
     deep gloom enshrouds the peoples.  
 But over you the Lord will rise, *  
     and his glory will appear upon you.  
 Nations will stream to your light, *  
     and kings to the brightness of  your dawning.  
 Your gates will always be open; *  
     by day or night they will never be shut.  



 They will call you, The City of  the Lord, *  
     The Zion of  the Holy One of  Israel.  
 Violence will no more be heard in your land, *  
     ruin or destruction within your borders.  
 You will call your walls, Salvation, *  
     and all your portals, Praise.  
 The sun will no more be your light by day; *  
     by night you will not need the brightness of  the moon. 
 The Lord will be your everlasting light, *  
     and your God will be your glory. 
 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *  
     as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

Reader  A reading from Luke 2:22-40 
 When the time came for their purification according to the law of  Moses, the 

parents of  Jesus brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is 
written in the law of  the Lord, "Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to 
the Lord"), and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of  the 
Lord, "a pair of  turtledoves or two young pigeons." 

  Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was 
righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of  Israel, and the Holy 
Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would 
not see death before he had seen the Lord's Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon 
came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for 
him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised 
God, saying, 

  Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
  according to your word; 
  for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
  which you have prepared in the presence of  all peoples, 
  a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
  and for glory to your people Israel." 
 And the child's father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 

Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, "This child is destined for 
the falling and the rising of  many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so 
that the inner thoughts of  many will be revealed-- and a sword will pierce your own 
soul too." 

  There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of  Phanuel, of  the tribe of  
Asher. She was of  a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her 
marriage, then as a widow to the age of  eighty-four. She never left the temple but 
worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. At that moment she came, 
and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for 
the redemption of  Jerusalem. 

  When they had finished everything required by the law of  the Lord, they 
returned to Galilee, to their own town of  Nazareth. The child grew and became 
strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of  God was upon him. 

 The Word of  the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

Canticle 16    The Song of  Zechariah    Benedictus Dominus Deus Luke 1: 68-79 
 Blessed be the Lord, the God of  Israel; *  
     he has come to his people and set them free.  
 He has raised up for us a mighty savior, *  
     born of  the house of  his servant David.  
 Through his holy prophets he promised of  old,  
 that he would save us from our enemies, *  
     from the hands of  all who hate us.  
 He promised to show mercy to our fathers *  
     and to remember his holy covenant.  
 This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, *  
     to set us free from the hands of  our enemies,  



 Free to worship him without fear, *  
     holy and righteous in his sight  
     all the days of  our life. 
 You, my child, shall be called the prophet of  the Most High, *  
     for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,  
 To give his people knowledge of  salvation *  
     by the forgiveness of  their sins.  
 In the tender compassion of  our God *  
     the dawn from on high shall break upon us,  
 To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of  death, *  
     and to guide our feet into the way of  peace. 
 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *  
     as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

Reflection on Candlemas 

To Be A Light 
The Rev. Kirk Alan Kubicek 

Whether it is of  the day or of  life itself, evening time is the time of  recollection. To recollect 
oneself  means to gather oneself  up into meditation. We have here and now only a moment 
for this. That is enough. But first: the story. 

It began forty days ago when the baby was born: the boy who was born to be a light. Or 
maybe it began when the angel first told Mary of  her special calling; or during the reign of  
King David; or when our people were slaves in Egypt; or when our ancestor Abraham set 
out from his home town of  Ur on the Chaldes to become the father of  more than all the 
stars in the heavens and all the grains of  sand on the seashore-to be a blessing to all the 
peoples of  God's creation. 

Whenever we choose to begin the story, it is fraught with difficulties from the very 
beginning. Yet Mary and Joseph managed to rise above the uncertainties. They traveled to 
Jerusalem to face further public embarrassment. It was the custom to dedicate the first son 
to God forty days after his birth; to offer a sacrifice at the Temple to redeem the child. They 
did so to remind themselves that their child belonged to God. It was a reminder that God 
has a genuine claim on the best we have to offer. 

The required sacrifice was a lamb, but those too poor to buy a lamb could offer the lesser 
sacrifice of  birds. The crowds in the Temple precincts would know who they were: bird 
people were poor people. The consolation may have been that they were not alone. Many 
people were out of  work. The land was occupied by Rome. Taxes were high and the 
government was unstable. There was resistance to the state of  things throughout the land. 
Common folk had trouble making ends meet. The lines in front of  the pigeon sellers, it can 
be assumed, were probably very long. 

Mary and Joseph were faithful to the custom of  the forty days: the number of  days and 
nights of  the flood, the number of  days this child would walk in the wilderness tempted by 
the devil, the number of  years his people had wandered in the wilderness becoming God's 
people in escaping from Egypt. The offering of  these birds would be a memorial to all of  
the firstborn males ordered killed by Pharaoh in that first Holocaust -- the one that only 
Moses survived. 

The custom of  forty days bound Mary and Joseph to their people and their past just as this 
Eucharist ties us to ours. They had come to make a sacrifice and a commitment -- which are 
really the same thing. Every commitment comes with a cost. Little did they know the 
offering they were making -- not only to God but for the whole world. Nor were they 
prepared for the old man they encountered. 

Simeon had been praying and waiting, hoping and studying, waiting for God to reveal the 
light of  the world. Simeon was an old man waiting to be released, waiting for his people to 
be released, waiting to see what we all hope to see but are too busy to remember to look for: 
a glimpse of  the future, a glimpse of  the truth, a glimpse of  relief  and release. 

Simeon had, we can imagine, like so many of  us, grown weary: weary of  the Roman 
occupation; weary of  failed policies and programs; weary of  the failure of  religious and 



political leaders; weary of  being weary. Everything and everyone who had promised life only 
yielded weariness and death. So he was waiting for death and waiting to see if  God really 
keeps promises. 

The old man took the child out of  Mary's arms. Imagine that! "Who is he?" she must have 
wondered. "What is he doing with my child?" she must have thought. 

Suddenly, Simeon became a poet for the ages: announcing for all who cared to listen and 
hear that the child he held was not Mary's child, but God's very own; a child born to be light; 
light for all peoples everywhere and throughout all time. Simeon had seen the light. 

"Can you see it?" he cried out. "Here is the light which will withstand all darkness, any 
darkness, even death upon a Roman cross." Then, quietly, Simeon handed the child back to 
his mother-and he is gone, released, God's promise fulfilled. Simeon returns to God as the 
mother and father look on: Joseph with the birds in his hands, Mary with the child born to 
be a light. All of  the other mothers and fathers gathered in the Temple were looking on. 

Now we are here tonight, part of  that same crowd straining to catch a glimpse of  the light, 
holding the light in our own hands if  only for a moment. As it was for Simeon, a moment 
will have to be long enough. Tonight as we gather in the darkness that always seems 
threatening and uninviting, like Mary and Joseph we come to remember our past and God's 
saving actions. We come to renew our commitment to our God and, like Simeon, to catch a 
glimpse of  the light so we can tell others what we have seen; so that we can feel the release; 
so that like the boy who was born to be a light, we, too, can become a light for others. 

We have now only a moment to catch that glimpse, and then live accordingly. We hold the 
light of  the Gospel in our hands, a sign of  God's holy Spirit of  Love, which enlightens us 
and empowers us to reach out to one another and allow ourselves to be transformed and to 
reflect the light and life of  God beyond the boundaries of  our parish or congregation, our 
church, our community, and even our country. 

If  only for a moment, it is more than enough; far more than enough to become the light that 
we carry. 

The Apostle's Creed 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of  heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord.  

He was conceived by the power of  the Holy Spirit  
 and born of  the Virgin Mary.  

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again.  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of  the Father.  
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
 the communion of  saints, the forgiveness of  sins, 
 the resurrection of  the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers 

Officiant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Officiant  Let us pray. 
People  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread.  
 And forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
 And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 
Officiant Show us your mercy, O Lord;  



People And grant us your salvation. 
Officiant  Clothe your ministers with righteousness;  
People Let your people sing with joy. 
Officiant  Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;  
People For only in you can we live in safety. 
Officiant  Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
People And guide us in the way of  justice and truth. 
Officiant Let your way be known upon earth;  
People Your saving health among all nations. 
Officiant  Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;  
People Nor the hope of  the poor be taken away. 
Officiant  Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
People  And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 

Officiant Almighty and everliving God, we humbly pray that, as your only-begotten Son was 
this day presented in the temple, so we may be presented to you with pure and clean 
hearts by Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen.  

 O God, the author of  peace and lover of  concord, to know you is eternal life and 
to serve you is perfect freedom: Defend us, you humble servants, in all assaults of  
our enemies; that we, surely trusting in your defense, may not fear the power of  any 
adversaries; through the might of  Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, you have brought us in safety to this 
new day:  Preserve us with your mighty power, that we may not fall into sin, nor be 
overcome by adversity; and in all we do, direct us to the fulfilling of  your purpose; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being:  We humbly pray you 
so to guide and govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations 
of  our life we may not forget you, but may remember that we are ever walking in 
your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 O God, you have made of  one blood all the peoples of  the earth, and sent your 
blessed Son to preach peace to those who are far off  and to those who are near: 
Grant that people everywhere may seek after you and find you; bring the nations 
into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the coming of  your 
kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

General Thanksgiving 
People  Almighty God, Father of  all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you 

humble thanks for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all 
whom you have made. We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all 
the blessings of  this life; but above all for your immeasurable love in the 
redemption of  the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of  grace, 
and for the hope of  glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of  your 
mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, not 
only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 
honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

The Sending Out  

Officiant Let us bless the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  
Officiant Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask 

or imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and in 
Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen.    Ephesians 3:20,21


